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EDITORIAL 

Our common vision for mountain biosphere reserves 
 

As a joint technical secretariat, we are glad to share with you, in this first edition of our biannual 
newsletter, the first steps of our work and our common vision for the future of mountain biosphere 
reserves.  
  
This system of shared governance between an organisation such as the Research Centre for Eco-
Environmental Sciences of the Chinese Academy of Sciences, with long established links to the scientific 
field, and a mountain biosphere reserve such as the Valles de Omaña y Luna Biosphere Reserve, with 
extensive experience in the management of various projects aligned with the principles of the MAB 
Programme, provides us with a very favourable starting point both for transferring knowledge to the 
management of these spaces, and for identifying lines of research linked to the specific needs of 
mountain biosphere reserves at a global level.  
  
The coordination and joint work of both secretariats in the coming years is a challenge in which one of the 
main strategic visions for our network will be put into practice: adaptive governance. Multiple sources of 
knowledge and ways of knowing will need to be considered and integrated in order to develop a model of 
socio-ecological management that emanates from people, practices and policies for all biosphere 
reserves.  
 



  

LATEST NEWS FROM THE WNMBR  
  

 
 

 

The World Network of Mountain Biosphere Reserves (WNMBR) was launched on 9 December 2021 to 
support mountain research, in mountain areas and with mountain communities. Learn about how the 
network came to be, its objectives and its two joint technical secretariats. 
 

The WNMBR’s website will serve as our main platform to share news, good practices and resources 
about mountain biosphere reserves across the network. Access the information in English and Spanish, 
or get in touch with us. The conception of the website and logo was a joint effort led by the two WNMBR 
technical secretariats.  
  
The conception phase of the WNMBR was supported by a collaboration with Chinese students, notably 
on the design and elaboration of materials, and gathering information on mountain biosphere reserves in 
the Arab States, Asia and the Pacific.  
  
The first open meeting of the WNMBR took place virtually on 12 May 2022, bringing together 127 
participants to present and discuss the network’s workplan.  
 

The managers of the Valles de Omaña y Luna Biosphere Reserve in Spain, as one of the two WNMBR 
technical secretariats, presented the work of the WNMBR to the Spanish network of biosphere 
reserves at its 21st meeting of the Council of Managers in September.  
  
The WNMBR held a focus session at the International Mountain Conference 2022, which took place in 
Innsbruck, Austria, from 14 to 18 September, on the value of mountain biosphere reserves, as socio-
ecological systems, in connecting science, practice and policy.  
  

https://www.mountainbiosphere.org/en/unesco-assings-technical-secretariat-world-network-mountain-biosphere-reserves/
https://www.mountainbiosphere.org/en/
https://www.mountainbiosphere.org/en/
https://www.mountainbiosphere.org/
https://www.mountainbiosphere.org/en/contact-mountain-biosphere-reserves/
https://www.mountainbiosphere.org/en/first-wnmbr-collaboration-with-chinese-students/
https://www.mountainbiosphere.org/en/world-network-of-mountain-biosphere-reserves-official-presentation/
https://www.mountainbiosphere.org/en/presentation-of-the-wnmbr-to-the-spanish-network-of-biosphere-reserves/
https://www.mountainbiosphere.org/en/presentation-of-the-wnmbr-to-the-spanish-network-of-biosphere-reserves/
https://www.mountainbiosphere.org/en/wnmbr-at-the-international-mountain-conference-14-18-september-2022/
https://www.imc2022.info/sessions/id77-unesco-mab-world-network-of-mountain-biosphere-reserves/


 

CELEBRATING THE INTERNATIONAL MOUNTAIN DAY 11-12-2022:  
“WOMEN MOVE MOUNTAINS”  

 

This year, International Mountain Day (11 December) will be celebrated under the theme “Women Move 
Mountains”. On this occasion, the UNESCO Man and the Biosphere Programme (MAB) and its World 
Network of Mountain Biosphere Reserve are sharing the perspectives of their mountain experts.  
 

From gender roles to local economies, to science and policy, find out how women make a difference in 
better understanding and protecting mountains.  

  

Interview with Rosa Laura Romeo, Interim Coordinator 
of the Mountain Partnership Secretariat, Food and 
Agriculture Organization  
 
Learn about the 6th Global Meeting of the Mountain 
Partnership, its mission and the role of mountain biosphere 
reserves in our interview with one of the world’s leading 
experts on mountain environmental policy, Rosa Laura 
Romeo, Interim Coordinator of the Mountain Partnership 
Secretariat, Food and Agriculture Organization.  
  

  

Interview with Carolina Adler, Executive Director of the 
Mountain Research Initiative  
  
Learn about the role of science networks, bridging science 
and policy, and the importance of diversity in producing 
knowledge in our interview with one of the world’s leading 
experts on science collaboration for mountains, Carolina 
Adler, Executive Director of the Mountain Research 
Initiative.  

  

Interview with Natalia Castro Nicolás, Manager of the 
Valles de Omaña y Luna Biosphere Reserve, Spain, and 
Secretary of the WNMBR  
  
Learn about gender roles in mountain communities, 
mountain circular economies and the new potential for 
mountain science collaboration offered by the WNMBR in 
our interview with Natalia Castro Nicolás, Manager of the 

Valles de Omaña y Luna Biosphere Reserve, Spain, and 
Secretary of the WNMBR.  

https://www.fao.org/international-mountain-day/international-mountain-day-in-the-news/events-detail/ru/c/1475229/
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Upcoming events around the WNMBR and beyond  
 

Next WNMBR meeting  
The MAB Secretariat and the two WNMBR technical secretariats will get together in the first quarter of 
2023 to discuss and validate their workplans in line with the outcomes of CBD COP15 and the upcoming 
post-2020 global biodiversity framework. 
  
Call for nominations: IACS Early Career Scientist awards (until 1 February 2023)  
Nominations are open until 1 February 2023 for the IACS Early Career Scientist Prize, which is a cash 
prize of €1000 awarded every two years to two early career scientists who have published the best 
scientific papers on a cryospheric subject as assessed by an independent evaluation committee.   
 

 

Join the WNMBR! 

 
 

 

Join our community of mountain biosphere reserves 
by filling in this form 
 
Contact us to know more about the application 
process: hello@mountainbiosphere.org  

 

Do not miss the next WNMBR Newsletter! 

 

You can register  here  to subscribe to the World Network Mountain Biosphere Reserves Newsletter!  

 

Red Mundial de Reservas biosfera 

de montaña | Contacto 
El almacenamiento o acceso técnico es 

estrictamente necesario para el propósito legítimo 

de permitir el uso de un servicio específico 

explícitamente solicitado por el abonado o usuario, 

o con el único propósito de llevar a cabo la 

transmisión de una comunicación a través de una 

red de comunicaciones electrónicas. 

www.mountainbiosphere.org 
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Mountains in the news on 2022 

 
Mountain biodiversity at CBD COP15  
In line with the International Year of Sustainable Mountain Development, a high-level side-event was held 
at CBD COP15 in Montreal, Canada, on 14 December, to celebrate the efforts in mountain conservation 
and underline the relevance of mountain biodiversity in the post-2020 agenda.  
 
Euromontana: 12th European Mountain Convention, 25-27 October 2022  
Euromontana organised its 12th European Mountain Convention in the Sila National Natural Park and 
Biosphere Reserve, Italy, from 25 to 27 October 2022. 
This year, the convention was held under the theme of Smart Mountains. A wide range of sessions 
showcased different ‘smart’ initiatives for key sectors, such as tourism and agriculture. The convention 
also provided a space to promote more integrated and effective public policies, contributing to the 
attractivity and sustainable development of mountain areas, as well as the future prospects and quality of 
life of mountain communities in Europe.  
 

6th Global Meeting of the Mountain Partnership, 27-29 September 2022  
The 6th Global Meeting of the Mountain Partnership was held in Aspen, United States of America, from 27 
to 29 September 2022, bringing together delegates from 97 countries. The meeting also marked the 
20th anniversary of the Mountain Partnership, founded in 2002, and the 2022 International Year of 
Sustainable Mountain Development.  
One of the world’s largest platforms for mountain policy, this long-awaited meeting saw the adoption of a 
new global agenda for mountain science, conservation and development, including a new governance 
structure, advocacy strategy and communication strategy. 
Chief among the items was the adoption of the Aspen Declaration, where members committed to expand 
their ongoing cooperation, notably to spur fundraising and increase the participation of youth, women and 
Indigenous communities. The Aspen Declaration builds on the outcomes of the 2021 United Nations 
Food Systems Summit and the United Nations Decade on Ecosystem Restoration 2021-2030.  
Since 2002, the Mountain Partnership has worked towards addressing the challenges facing mountain 
regions by tapping into the knowledge, information and expertise of more than 460 members, including 
national and local governments, intergovernmental organizations, civil society organizations and private 
sector. 
 
EuroMAB Conference, 12-16 September 2022  
The EuroMAB network of biosphere reserves held its annual conference in the Salzburger Lungau and 
Kärntner Nockberge Biosphere Reserve, Austria, from 12 to 16 September 2022, with the support of the 
Austrian MAB Committee. 
The conference was the occasion for site managers, scientists, EuroMAB Youth, institutions, civil society 
and businesses to come together to discuss the latest about biosphere reserves across Europe and 
North America. 
The status of mountain biosphere reserves was one of 15 workshops, focusing on the specific 
challenges, partnerships and research strategy of mountain biosphere reserves and chaired by Pam 
Shaw. 
 

Follow up on the Eberswalde Declaration  
The WNMBR salutes the work the Biosphere Reserve Institute (BRI) in defining clear research priorities 
for biosphere reserves, as advocated in its Eberswalde Declaration, which was released after its 2022 
research conference at the Schorfheide - Chorin Biosphere Reserve, Germany, from 16 to 20 May 2022. 
The Eberswalde Declaration was endorsed at the 34th session of the MAB International Coordinating 
Council in June 2022. 
 

Plastic Waste in Remote and Mountainous Areas  
Plastic is the most common type of waste found in mountain areas. In line with the Basel, Rotterdam and 
Stockholm (BRS) Conventions on the Control of Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and 
their Disposal, UNEP is leading a project on Plastic Waste in Remote and Mountainous Areas, with the 
support of France and Norway.  The project seeks to strengthen capacity and raise awareness on 
reducing plastic pollution in remote and mountainous areas, through education and outreach materials, 
including a new interactive storymap, developed in cooperation with Grid-Arendal.  

https://www.cbd.int/side-events/4287
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New Publication on Glaciers by UNESCO WHC and IUCN   
In a new joint publication, UNESCO and IUCN present an inventory and policy recommendations for the 
safeguard of the 18,600 glaciers identified in 50 World Heritage sites, the main takeaway being that 
limiting global warming to 1.5°C could save glaciers in 2/3 of World Heritage site. 
 

MRI Training: Phase 1 - 
Climate, Environment and Health Responders in the Americas, 20 September to 3 November 2022 
The first phase of the Mountain Research Initiative Training on Climate, Environment and Health 
Responders in the Americas took place online from 20 September to 3 November 2022. 
This three-phase training initiative aims to enhance the capacity of professionals and institutions across 
the Americas to address challenges at the intersection of climate, environment and health through a 
transdisciplinary approach. Participants will develop skills in communication and engagement with 
diverse stakeholders, with a focus on the science-policy interface and the genuine participation of 
communities. 
During that first phase, participants learnt about foundational concepts, the science-policy interface, 
regional case studies and science communication. The second phase will begin in December 2022, as 
participants will follow an in-person regional grant development workshop. 
The third phase will take place early 2023, where participants will be supported to apply for seed grants 
to implement their proposals. 

 
 

Contact: 
 

Get in touch to learn more about the network: hello@mountainbiosphere.org 
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